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the teacher's office, and the inadequate honors and rewards 
which he must expect. He then proceeds to the plan and 
principles of government, which ought to be settled in the out- 
set . In this part of the discourse Mr. Wines shows himself to 
be a very judicious guide. The moral preparation which the 
teacher should himself undergo, the moral means he should 
make use of, the modes of impressing truth and a sense of 
duty on (he scholars' minds, the methods of correcting faults 
and removing false and pernicious notions from them, are con- 
sidered with an earnest sense of their great importance to the 
prosperity of a school, and the well-being of the pupils. In 
the next place, follows a sensible view of " punishment," 
which, the author says, should be sparingly applied, but by no 
means wholly disused ; and the last section is devoted to the 
importance of the teacher's knowing how to control the public 
opinion of his school, and turn it to the side of virtue. 

In discussing these several topics, Mr. Wines shows himself 
a calm and dispassionate observer. He has no optimism, — 
no ultraism of any kind. He is willing to use all the means 
which are adapted to the weaknesses as well as the strength 
of human nature, particularly the human nature of children. 
A high moral and religious tone pervades the book, undebased 
by any admixture of cant. The style is animated, but a little 
diffuse ; the same sentiment is frequently repeated, under a 
slight modification of expression. With this exception, it is an 
excellent model for discussions on similar subjects. It is 
warm, free and impressive. Take it for all in all, the book is one 
of the best in the whole range of the literature of education. 



10. — Notes on the Western States; containing Descriptive 
Sketches of their Soil, Climate, Resources, and Scenery. 
By James Hall, Author of " Border Tales," &.c. 
&.c. Philadelphia : Harrison Hall. 12mo. pp. 304. 

Though furnished with a new title, this work is but another 
edition of Judge Hall's " Statistics of the West," published in 
1836. Our readers may remember, that, in a former Number, 
we commented at some length on certain erroneous, and oth- 
erwise exceptionable matter, contained in the Preface to that 
publication. There can be no doubt, we presume, on the 
part of any one who read our animadversions, that they were 
not only completely borne out, but absolutely called for, by the 
facts. But if it is hard to guess beforehand/wrens quid fmmina 
possit, conjecture is often equally at fault respecting the doings 
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of an angry author. Had we been asked to name the course 
to which Judge Hall would probably betake himself, when we 
had exposed some of the errors of his imperfect information 
and hasty writing, we should have replied, that, if he did not 
see fit to correct them, and thank us for our aid in doing it, 
which would have been the best way of proceeding, he would 
have taken the next best, and, by saying nothing about the 
matter, have suffered it to pass tranquilly into oblivion, as 
many writers of more note have done, when they found them- 
selves in a perplexity. And this expedient Judge Hall might 
have adopted with the better grace, as his work was essentially 
ephemeral ; — we do not say from its degree of merit, but from 
the very showing of its title, which announced the object of the 
book to be, to give the Statistics of the West at a particular 
period. The last method, certainly, which we should have 
imagined he would hit upon, would be to recall public attention 
to his lapse, by a simple repetition of the blunders of which 
he had been convicted. 

Yet, little as it could have been anticipated, this is the 
method he has chosen. He has now reprinted the Preface to 
the former publication, with the insertion of a few unimportant 
lines, (ten or twelve, in the whole,) and two or three trifling 
alterations, including the correction of a grammatical error, 
which we had pointed out. He has not so much as professed 
to make an attempt to defend the erroneous statements which 
we censured, and of course has afforded us no opportunity to 
do any thing in the way of argument, unless indeed we should 
follow his rather odd example, and reprint our comments, as he 
has reprinted the matter which occasioned them. Our readers, 
we suppose, will be as well satisfied with a reference to the 
place where they may be found ; which is, the 234th page of 
our XLVth volume. 

To the reprinted Preface in question, the author has ap- 
pended a couple of paragraphs of new matter, which serve to 
give further expression to his discontent. In other respects, 
they are of no significance, except as containing his avowal, 
that, before republishing his Preface, he had read our remarks 
upon it, above referred to ; a fact, which on worse authority 
we should have been disinclined to credit. The language is 
vastly spirited, no doubt. But such is not unapt to be the 
strain of a person who finds himself in a position of discomfort. 
Does Judge Hall remember a line of Crabbe ? There is 
philosophy in it ; it reads, 

" He put his anger on to hide his shame." 

But it is pity that so meritorious a writer as Judge Hall 
should ever be either much ashamed or much incensed. He 
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has rendered service to the literature of the country, as it has 
repeatedly given us pleasure to declare. If he would only be 
more careful to avoid inaccuracies, and less disturbed when he 
is found to have fallen into those 

" quas aut incuria fudit 
Aut humana parum cavil natura," 

we make bold to say, that, on a twofold account, he would 
appear before the public to more advantage. And meanwhile, 
as we have fallen upon one poet, whose wisdom contemplated 
many of the emergencies of life, we will fain be indebted, in 
closing, to another such, for a few words, which with a little 
alteration might be made pertinent to different occasions, from 
that familiar one for which he designed them ; 

" What then remains, but well our power to use, 
And keep good humor still, whate'er we lose ; 
And trust me, dear, good humor will prevail, 
When airs, and flights, and screams, and scolding fail." 



11. — Passages in Foreign Travel. By Isaac Appleton Jew- 
ett. Boston : Charles C. Little and James Brown. 
2 vols. 12mo. 

We have suffered these beautiful volumes to lie by us, be- 
cause we were unwilling to dismiss them with mere general 
phrases of commendation, and yet we saw no medium be- 
tween this course, and that of enriching our pages with copious 
extracts, which neither in the last Number nor the present 
have we found space to do. Without being absolutely what 
one would call a philosophical observer, — which we dare say, 
however, he will become with the advantage of more years, — 
that is to say, when he has grown more dull, — Mr. Jewett has 
at least shown, that he had a quick eye and a sagacious com- 
prehension for the many notable things which came under his 
view, on the surface of foreign society ; and, without having 
absolutely the touch of a poet or a painter, he has undoubtedly 
described with an uncommon vivacity and grace of style, and 
brought his reader most agreeably to the knowledge of, many 
facts, which for their importance or their curiosity well deserve 
to be known. Happy the traveller, be he but right-minded 
and capable of a just appreciation of his privilege, who goes to 
see the world at that jocund age when a good dinner is a luxu- 
ry and a bad one a joke, and wild roads and damp sheets have 
no terrors, and abbeys and castles, and parks and saloons, are 
seen in just the same lights and shadows, the same awfulness 



